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NARRATIVE EYE LECTURES AND EVENTS 

PREVIOUS EVENTS 

 
CITYREAD LONDON EVENTS 

Cityread London is a celebration of the power of reading to bring communities 

together. It is celebrated every April, across all of London’s 33 boroughs, with libraries 

at its heart. 

Blackamoores in Tudor England - Illuminating a Hidden Time 

Tuesday 18th April 2017 

6.30-8pm 

Library @ The Curve -  William Street, Slough SL1 1XY 

Among the glamour and intrigue that surrounds The Tudor period is the untold story 

of people of African descent who lived and worked throughout England – not as 

slaves but as members of society. Their lives have been illuminated by the historian 

Onyeka Nubia in his book Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, their Presence, 

Status and Origins, which involved researching over 250,000 artefacts from archives 

and parish records. 

Records of people such as 'Bastien, a Blackmoore of Mr Willm Hawkins' who was 

buried on 10th December 1583 in the Plymouth area. William Hawkins was the son of 

William Hawkins the elder and the brother of John Hawkins, all of whom practised 

piracy and adventuring along the Barbary coast, west Africa and beyond. 

Their lives paint a picture of a Tudor England that we are unfamiliar with, yet is 

essential to our understanding of this era and the socio-political climate of today. 

Join Onyeka during Cityread 2017 as he discusses the Blackamoores of England and 

how their lives affect us today. 

 

Blackamoores and Tudor England - The Untold History of an Influential Era 

Tuesday 25th April 2017 

6.15-7.45pm 

The Library at Willesden Green, 95 High Road, Willesden, London, NW10 2SF 

Free entry 

Current research proves that the population of Tudor England was considerably 

more diverse than we have been led to believe. There was a notable population of 

African people living and working in Tudor England, providing skills and trades. The 

lives of these people are often omitted from the mainstream teaching of the Tudor 

period. 

Join the historian Onyeka, as he examines this vital research and evaluates the 

importance of this untold history. 
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Shakespeare’s other countrymen: ‘Blackamoore wenches’ and Barbary 

African ‘king children’ in Tudor England 

Sunday 30th April 2017 

2-3:15pm 

Phoenix Cinema - 52 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9PJ 

Cinema is a powerful tool that unites us and divides us. It provides us with an 

escape from the monotonous cycle of our daily lives. A seemingly one 

dimensional experience can stimulate all of our senses and can evoke within 

us emotions that we may not consciously wish to express – anger, fear, 

sorrow, elation. 

We turn to cinema to provide us with an alternative version of history that 

captures the essence of a period in a way that may be lacking through 

merely reading textbooks. The Tudor era, a period that is widely celebrated in 

cinema, contains a vast resource of history concerning politics, war, 

exploration and fashion. However, what is often lacking from representations 

of Tudor England, particularly depictions of Shakespeare's work, is the diversity 

of ethnicities residing in England. 

 Join the historians Onyeka, Robin Walker and Tony Warner,  as they examine 

Shakespeare's other countrymen and the significance of their story in Tudor 

England. 

 

BLACKAMOORES CHRISTMAS TOUR OF LONDON 

DECEMBER 2016 – JANUAURY 2017 

 

BLACKAMOORES TOUR OF LONDON 

SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2016 

12m-2pm 

 

THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME CENTENARY EVENT 

TUESDAY 26TH JULY 2016 

7PM-8.30PM 

WESTBOURNE STUDIOS, 242 ACKLAM ROAD, LONDON, W10 5JJ 

 

 

BLACKAMOORES TOUR OF LONDON 

Saturday 23rd July 2016 

11am-2pm 
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In collaboration with the Enfield UNISON Black Members Group (EUBMG) we 

would like to invite you to this educational guided tour. 

Take an inspiring tour through central London with Narrative Eye to explore 

the key locations of Black heritage in the capital. 

Based on the ground breaking findings of Onyeka Nubia's  Blackamoores: 

Africans in Tudor England we will visit an array of locations from Aldgate to 

the original Globe Theatre. 

See how the Black and diverse presence was integral to the society at the 

time.  This tour is a great and necessary chance to not only see but feel the 

history we live in but so often overlook. 
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http://www.narrative-eye.org.uk/


 

WWW.NARRATIVE-EYE.ORG.UK 

SHAKESPEARE’S PEOPLE - GOODREADS FORUM 

 
In June, as part of our Re-imagining Renaissance Theatre series, we will take part in a 

Goodreads forum to discuss the presence and status of Africans in 15th and 16th 

century Europe. We will identify some of the African characters featured in 

Renaissance literature and evaluate why the inclusion of African people 

in Shakespeare's writing is so important to us today. 

 

During these forums we will also examine the role of women in Shakespeare's work 

and explore how this representation of the "other" can be a symbol of purity, 

licentiousness, treachery and empowerment. 

  

To catch up visit https://www.goodreads.com/topic/show/18127900-shakespeare-s-

people?page=1 

  

TUESDAY 7TH JUNE 

7pm-9pm (GMT), 1pm-3pm (CDT) 

Shakespeare's People - Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England 

- Race and politics in Tudor England 

With Onyeka (Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England) and Lea Rachel (The Other 

Shakespeare) 

  

PRE-READING: 

The Missing Tudors: Black people in 16th-century England, History 

Extra, http://www.historyextra.com/feature/missing-tudors-black-people-

16th-century-england 

‘The Queen Elizabeth Letters’ - all available on the National Archives website 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/early_times/eliza

beth.htm  

An Open Letter about 'Negroes' Brought Home 

'Those kinde of people may be well spared' 

Licence to Deport Black People 

The Life of Elizabeth I by Alison Weir 

http://www.narrative-eye.org.uk/


 

WWW.NARRATIVE-EYE.ORG.UK 

Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, their Presence, Status and Origins, 

Onyeka (if possible) 

The Other Shakespeare, Lea Rachel (if possible)  

  

TUESDAY 14TH JUNE 

7pm-9pm (GMT), 1pm-3pm (CDT) 

Africans in Renaissance Literature 

With Onyeka 

  

PRE-READING: 

Othello - Act 1, scene 2 

Titus Andronicus - Act 4, scene 2 

 Shakespeare's Sonnets 127-154 

 Christopher Marlowe's Tamburlaine Act 4, scene 2 

 Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, their Presence, Status and Origins, 

Onyeka (if possible) 
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BATTLE OF THE SOMME AT PIMLICO LIBRARY 

Tuesday 24th May 5.30-7PM     

The latest event from the Battle 

of the Somme Project which 

seeks to explore the rich history 

surrounding the African 

contribution to the First and 

Second World Wars, and the 

influential impact made by 

many African colonial troops. 

This event provided an array of 

presentations and talks as an 

educational and inspiring 

event for the entire family. 
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HAIR I STAND WORKSHOP - CULTURE AND IDENTITY 

Calabash of Culture 

Tuesday 24th May  7PM-8.30PM 

  

Recently there have been several stories in the news and across social media about 

discrimination that women and men have faced at work. Some people in these 

cases have been forced to leave their jobs or change their choice of hairstyle (in 

some cases drastically) to comply with workplace regulations. 

 

Others may also avoid wearing their hair in natural hairstyles for fear that they might 

not get a job or miss out on promotions.  

 

What do we do when these efforts to comply take us away from our cultural identity 

and how do we effectively identify and manage situations where we feel we are 

being discriminated against?  

 

Author, consultant and personal development coach, Valerie Tomlin, examined 

these recent cases and considered the historical, social and spiritual significance of 

Afro hair and styling. 
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REIMAGINING RENAISSANCE THEATRE - 

AFRICANS IN TUDOR ENGLAND 

Saturday 14th May 2016 11AM-4.30PM 

University of Huddersfield 

 

In January 2016 it was announced that a 

new module entitled ‘Migration to Britain 

c. 1,000 to c. 2010’, would be introduced 

into the GCSE curriculum. This news was 

met with indignation by some scholars 

and members of the public and was 

described as being ‘disturbing’ and 

‘dangerous’ in the Daily Mail (January 

2016). 

 

One of the main objections to this module 

was an idea that Britain had been 

ethnically homogeneous until 1945, when 

Commonwealth immigrants came, and 

then Britain was not 'Great' anymore. 

However, there is a growing body of 

evidence concerning the migration of 

people into Britain and ignoring this 

research can have misleading and 

damaging effects on our understanding 

of the nation we live in, as well as give us 

a confused concept of heritage. 

 

The historian Onyeka, author of 

Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, 

their Presence, Status and Origins has 

uncovered a significant body of research 

into the presence of African people in 

Tudor England and the contributions they 

made to science, technology, art and 

drama. Onyeka's new play Young 

Othello, based on William Shakespeare's 

character in Othello - the Moor of Venice, 

emphasises the fact that African 

characters were not unheard of in 

Elizabethan theatre, and speculates that African people were not alien to 

Elizabethan audiences. Onyeka's work forces us to reconsider how we see identity 
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and heritage. This new research encourages us to revaluate how we choose to 

portray African people in Tudor times in theatre and on screen. 

 

During this talk, Onyeka will discuss the significance of African people in 16th and 

17th century Europe by identifying some of the key African characters in renaissance 

plays and literature. He will outline how we can use this important history to reshape 

our concepts of African people throughout history and how it can be used to 

cultivate a deeper sense of self and identity for all people. 

 

PART OF THE SOUND, VISION, PLACE PROGRAMME AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

HUDDERSFIELD 

 

 

AFRICAN TUDORS AT THE ABUNDANCE CENTRE   
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 PAST REFLECTIONS: THE 

AFRICAN IMPRESSION 

ON THE WORLD 

Tuesday 19th April, 6.30pm-

9.00pm 

 
Narrative Eye, in 

collaboration with Black 

Cultural Archives, uncovered 

the early migrations of 

African people across the 

globe spreading traditions 

and knowledge that were 

adopted by many European 

nations. From the vast 

libraries of Timbuktu, the 

gold-rich city states of Mali 

and Songhai, to the 

settlements of African 

people in Europe and 

beyond prior to the Trans-

Atlantic Slave Trade.   

Leading historians Onyeka Nubia and Robin Walker unravelled the important 

links between African civilisations and the settlements in early European 

history. 

This was the second lecture in our Past Reflections series at the Black Cultural 

Archives.  

 

ABNEY PARK CEMETERY TOUR – THE GEORGIAN ACTIVIST LEGACY 

Saturday 16th April 

Abney Park Cemetery, London 

 

“Carve your name on hearts, not tombstones. A legacy is etched into 

the minds of others and the stories they share about you.” 

  

On Saturday 16th April we shared the stories of influential activists and 

abolitionists whose final resting place is the Abney Park Cemetery in 

Stoke Newington, North London. 
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Founded in 1840, the Abney Park cemetery provides an important 

connection to the events of the 18th and 19th centuries and the people 

who fought against the Transatlantic Slave Trade and social injustices.  

  

Historian Onyeka took participants on a tour of the cemetery to hear 

about the lives of people such as Rev. Aaron Buzacott (secretary to the 

anti-slavery movement in the Ottoman Empire), Christopher Newman 

Hall (supporter of the abolitionist movement during the American Civil 

War) and Joanna Vassa (daughter of Olaudah Equiano). 

  

 

 

THE BLACK GEORGIANS AT THE LIBRARY AT 

WILLESEDEN GREEN 

Wednesday 4th November 2015   

The Library at Willesden Green, 95 High Road, 

Willesden, London, NW10 2SF  

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the British 

Empire became the most powerful in the world.     

 

At the same time Britain became the largest slave 

trading nation in history. 

Slavery helped Britain to dominate world affairs.     

 

So does this mean Africans living in Britain were all 

inconsequential and downtrodden slaves?  

No.  

 

From the London Chronicle, 16-18 February 1764: 

‘Among the sundry fashionable routs or clubs, that are held in town, that of the 

Blacks or Negro servants is not the least. On Wednesday night last, no less than fifty-

seven of them, men and women, supped, drank and entertained themselves with 

dancing and music, consisting of violins, French horns, and other instruments, at a 

public-house in Fleet-street, till four in the morning. No Whites were allowed to be 

present, for all the performers were Blacks.’ 

 

Africans living in Georgian Britain (1714-1830):  

• Pioneered the end to chattel slavery 

• Were instrumental in the development of politics that brought the vote for 

working class people 

• Shaped the politics, music, fashion and culture of British and European 

society.  

• Fought with Horatio Nelson for Britain at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 
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• Fought for Britain at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815 

• Fought for Britain against America in the American war of Independence 

• How did these Africans, great politicians, educators, and thinkers get 

forgotten?  

 

Let’s remember them today. 

 

LORD MORRISON HALL COMMUNITY CENTRE FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS AND 

ACTIVITIES AUTUMN 2015 

Saturday 5th September 

Back2School Family Festival 

Market stalls, bouncy castle, drama shows and much more. Plus lectures from 

prominent guest speakers about education and the national curriculum. 

 

Saturday 17th October 

Health and Wellbeing 

Lectures and workshops to heal the whole body, mind and soul. Taster sessions in 

martial arts, yoga, and meditation workshops. Plus the launch of The Self Help, Safe 

Foods Booklet, along with a conversation with the author Sirius. 

 

 

Saturday 31st October 

The Stop the Destruction... and Black Lives Matter Campaigns 

An event to expose the fundamental matters and the systematic destruction forced 

upon the Black community. Guest speakers include Haringey Independent Stop and 

Search Monitoring Group. 

 

 

 

ENFIELD UNISON BLACK MEMBERS GROUP 

PRESENTS BLACK WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP 

Tuesday 27th October 2015 

The Dugdale Centre, Thomas Hardy House, 

Executive Suite, 39 London Road, Enfield, EN2 

6DS 
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AFRICANS IN WORLD WAR ONE 

Thursday 29th October 

African Caribbean Self Help Organisation  

104 Heathfield Rd, Birmingham B19 1HJ 

 

 

BLACK SOLDIERS IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND THE AFRICAN FRONTLINE 1914- 

1918 

Thursday 29th October 2015 

Library of Birmingham,  Heritage Learning Space Floor 4 Centenary Square, Broad 

Street, B1 2ND 

 

Whilst the First World War conjures up images of the European battlefields, lesser 

consideration was (and still is) given to the Frontline on the African continent.  Over 

two million people in Africa made huge sacrifices for the European Allies.  100,000 

men died in East Africa and 65,000 men from French North Africa and French West 

Africa lost their lives. 

 

Guest speaker Onyeka will provide an in-depth insight on this period of history. Also 

speaking will be Horace Barnes of The Wawi project; Selena Carty of The Black 

Poppy Rose project with the event hosted by Garry Stewart of Recognize Black 

Heritage & Culture. 

 

 

BLACKNESS IN BRITAIN 2015 'THE BLACK SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP' 

AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP  AND ITS IMPACT ON BLACK INTELLECTUAL 

LIFE IN BRITAIN 

30 -31 October 2015 

Birmingham City University 

 

The Blackness in Britain conference series is concerned with the past and future 

histories and narratives of Black populations in the UK and the wider African 

diaspora. In our second interdisciplinary conference we invite scholars, intellectuals 

and activists to examine how Black British intellectual life has been influenced by 

African American scholarship.  

 

Despite the absence of Black Studies programmes in British Universities, Black 

communities in the UK have a long history of community activism that has been 

deeply engaged with the scholarship of Black America. From as early as the Pan-

African Congress 1945 to current day community and online activism, Black 

individuals and communities in Britain have created dynamic intellectual spaces 

outside of the academy to engage in debates and to organise political activity 

around the ideas of Black Feminism, Black Nationalism, Black theology, Black  
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In October 2015, the African Tudors Book Tour returned to the United States of America for a series 

of lectures and workshops. 
 

Saturday 3rd October  

 

MEDU BOOK STORE 

Greenbriar Mall, 2841, Atlanta, GA 

 

Renowned historian Onyeka in his ground breaking book ‘Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, 

their Presence, Status and Origins’ has been researching the period (1485-1603) and the African 

presence in Africa and Europe before the USA existed. His research over twenty-three years proves 

that Africans helped to develop western society.   

 

In this enlightening and inspiring book, Onyeka reveals what the presence, status and origins of 

these Blackamoores in English society means for Africans in America and how this affects our 

understanding of who we are now and the problems we face. 

 

Meet the author at MEDU. 

 

Monday 5th October 

 

NUBIAN BOOK STORE 

2445 Southlake Cir, Morrow, GA 3026 

 

How we came to be American and forgot what we were before?  

 

Most Americans of European ancestry can trace their origins to English, Irish, Scottish, French, Dutch 

and German origins. The history of these countries is well-documented and this has traditionally 

empowered this section of American society. But what of those people who cannot trace their 

origins to European nations, what of African-Americans? 

 The history of African-Americans tends to begin with slavery, not the nations they came from, 

as  slavers attempted to erase from the African’s mind that they had a history and a culture. But this 

is only part of the story. What if European nations owe their development to Africans present in 

those countries long before the USA was created? Surely this would be an even more guarded 

secret, because this secret would help you to understand why it was necessary to rewrite history.   

  

Writer and historian Onyeka, for twenty-three years has been collecting evidence about how 

Africans shaped Europe in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries and how this led to the development 

of the USA. Onyeka has travelled all the way from England (4204 miles) and  in his ground breaking 

http://www.narrative-eye.org.uk/


 

WWW.NARRATIVE-EYE.ORG.UK 

book  ‘Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, their Presence, Status and Origins.’ explains how 

the history of Africans in Tudor England is fundamental in helping us understand what is happening 

in America today.  

 

 

Tuesday 6th October  

 

GEORGIA PUBLIC BROADCASTING RADIO 

SECOND THOUGHT RADIO SHOW WITH CELESTE HEADLEE 

 

 

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 

Carl and Mary Ware Building, room 213, 1540 Southlake Parkway, Morrow, GA 30260 

 

 

OMENALA GRIOT AFRICAN MUSEUM 

337 Dargan Pl SW, Atlanta, GA 30310 

 

Before slavery, before the USA: The presence, status and origins of Africans in Europe and Africa   

 

Slaves were often killed by their masters for reading so the master could continue to lie to the slave 

about who they were. Many African-Americans and others believe that the history of ‘Black’ people 

begins and ends in slavery. But why did the master do this?  

 

Perhaps the reason is that Africans in Africa and the Diaspora have been integral in human 

development.  

The history, the kingdoms and civilisations of Africans have been erased. And the presence of 

Africans throughout the world has been denied. 

 

For the first time renowned author and historian Onyeka travels from England to reveal why we 

need to understand the history of Africans in England in the Tudor period (1485-1603) long before 

the USA even existed, in order for us  to understand what is happening in America now.  

   

Omenala Griot Museum is an Afrocentric teaching museum in the West End neighbourhood of 

Atlanta, founded in 1992. The museum offers visitors a ‘hands-on’ African American experience by 

seeing, hearing, saying, touching and doing. The museum's stated goals are to "rectify, reclaim and 

restore the contributions of Black people throughout history, which have been denied, ignored and 

omitted." Murals line the garden walls of the museum, picturing Afrocentric subjects. 

 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
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PEARL ACADEMY WORKSHOP 

 

 

BLACKAMOORES AT GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

33 Gilmer Street, SE, Atlanta GA. 30310 

 

Transatlantic Blackness. Black Like Me? Comparative Discourse on Race and Identity in the U.S. and 

U.K 

In an effort to bridge the diasporic divide between Black America and Black Britain, the Department 

of African-American studies at Georgia State University, in collaboration with the Auburn Avenue 

Research Library and Narrative Eye, will host, Black Like Me? Comparative Discourse on Race and 

Identity in the U.S. and U.K. This community lecture, facilitated by British writer, law lecturer and 

historian Onyeka, will examine contemporary cross cultural similarities and distinct differences on 

how race is experienced and racial identities are formed in Black communities in the United States 

and the United Kingdom. This conversation will also explore the historical, socio-political, geographic 

and cultural (etc.) roots of these similarities and differences. Onyeka, will also discuss his latest 

publication Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England a ground breaking exploration of the African 

Diaspora in Europe. This event will be held on the campus of Georgia State University. 

 

 

Thursday 8th October 

 

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 

Carl and Mary Ware Building, room 215, 1540 Southlake Parkway, Morrow, GA 30260 

 

Forgotten lives, imagined pasts: why Africans in the west became Americans, and how Africans in 

Renaissance England were forgotten  

 

On 5 March 1496 King Henry VII of England gave the explorer John Cabot  ‘free authority, faculty and 

power to sail to all parts, regions and coasts of the eastern, western and northern sea, under our 

banners, flags and ensigns, with five ships or vessels … to find, discover and investigate whatsoever 

islands, countries, regions or provinces of heathens and infidels, in whatsoever part of the world 

placed, which before this time were unknown to all Christians.’ 

In 1583 Elizabeth I of England issued a charter permitting the explorer Humphrey Gilbert to establish 

a permanent settlement in North America, and between this date and 1607, Englishmen such as 

Walter Raleigh attempted to establish English colonies in what is now the United States of America. 

The English colony of Virginia was named after the ‘Virgin Queen’ Elizabeth I and people of African 

descent came there. Initially many of these people were living as free men and women. But after 

several laws were passed in Virginia culminating in the 1705 Virginia Slave Act, the status of these 

people changed, from indentured servants to slaves. Eventually Virginia became one of England’s 

most lucrative colonies.  

Why did it take England and the English colonists so long to establish a permanent slave system in 

America compared to other nations such as Spain or Portugal and how did the politics of Tudor 

England impact American history?  
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HAMMONDS HOUSE MUSEUM 

AUBURN AVENUE RESEARCH LIBRARY 

503 Peeples St SW, Atlanta, GA 30310 

 

Transatlantic Blackness - Bridging the Diasporic Divide between Black America and Black 

Briton Hammonds House Museum in collaboration with the Auburn Avenue Research Library and 

Narrative Eye, will host British writer, law lecturer and historian Onyeka, who will discuss his latest 

publication Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England. Challenging the hegemonic white washing of 

British History, Onyeka examines the presence of Blacks in Renaissance Europe with a focus on 

Tudor England. Methodically researched and supported by well-cited facts and primary documents 

Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, breaks new ground in exploring the history of the African 

Diaspora.  

 

Narrative Eye is an afro-centric educational organization operating out of the United Kingdom 

dedicated to the production and promotion of creative works that document and challenge the 

inequalities and injustices faced by Black People throughout the Diaspora. 

 

 

Friday 9th October 

 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. LIBRARY 

409 John Wesley Dobbs Ave Atlanta GA 30312 

 

The image of the African in European art before the USA existed 

 

The images of the horror of slavery are indelibly marked on the consciousness of our minds; the 

paintings, photographs and drawings of slaves with broken backs, the torture and the pain. But what 

of other images of Africans which reveal that before the USA was a nation Africans in Europe were 

kings, ambassadors, artists, artisans, soldiers, politicians and so on. 

These images of Africans are as much a part of the history of the world as slavery is. Onyeka has 

travelled 4204 miles from England to reveal this history. For twenty-three years he has been 

researching the history of Africans in Tudor England and the rest of Europe and linking it to African 

civilisations such as Songhai, Benin, Timbuktu, Oyo and Kaabu. This history reveals the forgotten part 

of a history that was written out to make Africans slaves in America.  

Onyeka is the acclaimed author of the pioneering publication ‘Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor 

England, their Presence, Status and Origins,’ and this will be an exciting and visually stimulating one-

off event on the importance of art and images in the shaping of identity. 
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Saturday 10th October 

 

HAMMONDS HOUSE MUSEUM 

503 Peeples St SW, Atlanta, GA. 30310 

 

Transatlantic Blackness: The African Presence in the Renaissance Art of Europe 

Hammonds House Museum in collaboration with the Auburn Avenue Research Library and the 

Narrative Eye, will host The African Presence in the Renaissance Art of Europe,facilitated by British 

writer, law lecturer and historian Onyeka. Bringing home the adage that “art makes the absent 

present” Onyeka will challenging the hegemonic white washing of European History by examining 

the presences of African peoples in Renaissance Art, which often reflected real individuals and 

authentic lived experiences. Focusing beyond common representations of exoticism and 

enslavement, this discussion will use art to traces the existence and identities of free descendants of 

enslaved Africans who entered mainstream European society at all levels. It will also explore the 

unexamined socio-political history between Europe and Africa reflected in Renaissance images of 

African diplomats, merchants, scholars, and heads of state. Onyeka, will also discuss his latest 

publication Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England a ground breaking exploration of the African 

Diaspora in Europe. Narrative Eye is an afro-centric educational organization, operating out of the 

United Kingdom, dedicated to the production and promotion of creative works that document and 

challenge the inequalities and injustices faced by Black People throughout the Diaspora.   

 

 

THE SHRINE OF THE BLACK MADONNA 

AMERICAN HISTORY VS ENGLISH HISTORY - BRIDGING THE GAP  

 946 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd, Atlanta, GA 30310 

 

 

In attempt to exert control, slave masters would use various tactics to subjugate enslaved men and 

women on the basis of complexion, gender and skills. This created an imaginary hierarchy and divide 

between African people seeing themselves as different – inferior or more entitled – than other 

fellow African (Black) people.  

This mentality continues to express itself in the diaspora and despite many African-American 

scholars, such as Professor Ivan Van Sertima and Professor Runoko Rashidi, writing about the 

presence of African people in Medieval and Tudor England, there is still a significant gap in our 

understanding of one another and our history.  

The experiences of African-Americans in the USA is often analysed with a sense of detachment from 

the experiences of Africans globally. The idea may be that our experiences are drastically different. 

However, if we trace the history of Africans in Britain and America we see many similarities in 

political, social, economic and racial issues.  
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Onyeka has travelled all the way from England and in this lecture, explores how African history 

became so fragmented. He will explore the birth of the American nation and the growth of the 

English nation in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

 

The Shrine of the Black Madonna in Atlanta was founded as the ninth congregation of the Pan 

African Orthodox Christian Church in 1975. The denomination was originally founded in the 1950s by 

the Holy Patriarch Jaramogi Abebe Agyeman (born Albert B. Cleage Jr., the father of writer Pearl 

Cleage) in response to the theological, spiritual, and psychological needs of the African-American 

people of Detroit, Michigan. 

 

Social services and the education of children are central to the Atlanta church. The shrine operates 

the West End Learning Center and the Shrine Cultural Center and Bookstore. The West End 

Community Services Center, which opened in September 2001, offers referral services to 

doctors, lawyers, and other volunteer professionals, as well as direct aid to residents of Atlanta's 

West End. The learning center teaches children about their cultural and religious heritage, as well as 

computer skills and other academic subjects. Similarly, the goal of the bookstore and cultural center 

is to promote knowledge of African and African-American heritage and art. 

 

One of the shrine's main concerns is the Beulah Land Farm Project. The goals of this Shrine-owned 

farm in Abbeville County, South Carolina, are to provide food for urban communities and to open a 

retreat center and a boarding school on the land. The Beulah Land Farm Project embodies the 

shrine's values of self-sufficiency and communal living for African- Americans. 
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Psychology, Afrocentricity, Pan- Africanism 

and Garveyism in order to resist and 

strategize against, imperialism, colonialism 

and racialised forms of oppression. 

 

Historian and author Onyeka will speak on 

Conceptualising Black Studies in Britain/ 

African Centred Thought. 

 

EUROPE'S BLACK HISTORY CONFERENCE 

Saturday 26th September  2015 

Portland hall Lecture room, Lower Ground, 

University of Westminster,  

4-12 Little Titchfield Street, London, W1W 7UW  

 

Hosted by Narrative Eye and Black History Walks 

   

 

 

PAST REFLECTIONS AT THE BLACK CULTURAL 

ARCHIVES 

Thursday 3rd September 2015    

Black Cultural Archives, 1 Windrush Square, 

London, Brixton, SW2 1EF 

 

Exploring the African contribution at three pivotal 

moments in English history brought to life by 

distinguished historians Onyeka Nubia, Dr S.I. 

Martin and Robin Walker. 

Looking at the African contribution to English 

history has brought a myriad of challenges 

including rejection of the available evidence, 

refusal to acknowledge the African presence 
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prior to the introduction of a slave trade and resistance to include this information 

within the mainstream curriculum. However, evidence continuously uncovered by 

our top scholars has exposed the pivotal role of the African throughout fundamental 

epochs of time from which Africans in the modern diaspora benefit today. 

             

Africans in Tudor England: Onyeka Nubia 

Expanding on the success of Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor England, their 

Presence, Status and Origins, Onyeka provides a stimulating perspective to the 

Africans present in the Tudor period. At a time of huge economic growth Onyeka 

explores the influence Africans had at this time, their personal stories and 

contributions which continue to shape how we see ourselves as a nation today. 

 

Africans in Georgian England: Dr S.I. Martin 

Georgian England saw an explosion in the arts and social change through the 

formation of political parties, the birth of the industrial revolution, and the 

subsequent division of class hierarchy.  Dr Martin will explore the Black consciousness 

and activism of this dynamic period in English society, providing a clear 

understanding of a forgotten past which has marginalised the African contribution 

to a mere footnote in history. 

  

Black culture of modern British society: Robin Walker 

Challenging the rhetoric and opinions of historians such as David Starkey, Robin 

Walker explains the true Black British cultural life and its influence on the wider 

understanding of British culture.   He will reveal the influence of Black culture in 

modernity and the surprising links of cultural interchange between Black settlers in 

Britain and the British working classes since Empire Windrush (1948).   

 

 

IS OTHELLO A RACIST PLAY? ROYAL 

SHAKESPEARE COMPANY DEBATE 

Sunday 9th August 2015  

Swan Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon 

  

'The trade and profit of the city consisteth of all 

nations.' 

- The Merchant of Venice, Act 3, Scene 3 

  

Lucian Msamati (playing Iago), Hugh Quarshie 

(playing Othello) and Onyeka (historian, writer 

and lecturer) joined Celia R. Caputi (writer and 
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Professor of English at Florida State University) to discuss whether Othello can be 

considered a racist play. The debate drew on the current production, and 

examined what it means to stage a contemporary interpretation of the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARISE AT HIDEAWAY JAZZ CAFE 

Sunday 28th June 2015 

ARISE strives to connect celebrities and personalities to our community 

 

What is A.R.I.S.E ? 

Live! Upfront! & Personal! ... with host Daddy Ernie.... With engaging celebrities and 

personalities, a live audience, within a friendly interactive environment, renowned 

DJ and personality Daddy Ernie interviews the guests in his own unique style and 

gives the audience the opportunity to ask questions.  

 

This month's guests include the actor and director Don Warrington, motivational 

speaker Sherry Ann Dixon, performer JJ Soulx and the historian and author Onyeka. 

 

The event includes a live Music Showcase Artist backed by the amazing Resident 

band D22. 

 

An entertaining, Inspirational and fun evening for everyone filled with 

Aspirations Revelations Inspirations Salutations Elevations 

 

To book or for more information visit www.arisentertainment.org/ 
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THE AFRICANS OF GEORGIAN BRITAIN: ACTIVE AGENTS OF 

CHANGE 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 

Thursday 28th May 2015  

National Portrait Gallery, the Ondaatje Wing Theatre, St Martin’s 

Place, London, WC2H 0HE 

 

Historian Onyeka tells the untold story of Africans in 

Georgian Britain and the role they played in the development of society. 

 

We think of the eighteenth century as the golden age of the British Empire, 

and it is widely acknowledged that African people played a part in its 

development. Hitherto, this has been seen through their roles as chattels, 

unpaid labour and objects to be traded as Britain became the largest slave 

trading nation in the world. However, the story of Africans in Britain at this time 

is far more interesting and complex.  

 

As the eighteenth-century writer Hester Lynch Thrale Piozzi (1741–1821) says, 

‘Well! I am really haunted by black shadows. Men of colour in the rank of 

gentlemen: a black lady, covered with finery, in the Pit at the Opera, and 

tawny children playing the Squares, – the gardens of the Squares I mean, – 

with their Nurses, afford ample proofs that Hannah More and Mr Wilberforce's 

success in breaking down the walls of separation.’ But more than Lady Piozzi 

acknowledges, Africans in Georgian Britain were in fact an integral part of 

the development of British society. Onyeka explores some of their stories. 
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In February 2015, the African Tudors Book Tour travelled to the United States 

during African-American Month. We travelled to various locations on the East 

Coast including Atlanta, North Carolina and Tennessee.  

The African Tudors Book Tour was launched in the House of Commons, London in 

2013 to commemorate the release of the book, Blackamoores: Africans in Tudor 

England, their Presence, Status and Origins by the historian Onyeka. The tour has 

travelled nationwide to venues including the London Metropolitan Archives, The 

National Portrait Gallery, the University of Nottingham, and the Scottish National 

Gallery.  

In 2015, we returned to Atlanta to discover how this forgotten portion of history 

helped to shape the history of African-Americans.  

 

 

Wednesday 11th February  

 

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY  

Buttrick Hall 390 24th Ave S, Nashville, TN, 37240, Room: 102 

 

JAZZY 88 WFSK RADIO, NASHVILLE 

JAZZY 88 is an educational community-based radio  station, owned and operated  by Fisk University. 

Serving the public since 1973. WFSK is the first African American FM radio station on the dial in 

Nashville, Tennessee. Receiving numerous awards over the years, WFSK remains a favorite among 

jazz and contemporary music connoisseurs.   

 

On this afternoon, Onyeka will be speaking about the African Tudor experience with Sharon Kay, 

host of What’s the 411? 

  

 

Friday 13th February 

 

NMEMINDZ  RADIO SHOW 

Historian Onyeka speaks with Professor Griff and Zaza Ali  

Listen again 

 

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 

Robert W. Woodruff Library (main building - north side)  111 James P Brawley Drive Southwest, 

Atlanta, GA 30314 
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Saturday 14th February 

 

WRFG 89.3 FM, ATLANTA  

 

MEDU BOOKSTORE 

Greenbriar Mall, 2841, Atlanta, GA 

 

Medu, meaning “the power of the word,” is the second largest African-American owned bookstore 

in Atlanta, Georgia. Since December 5, 1989. 

 

Join us to discover the hidden history of Tudor England 

 

AFRIKAN SOVEREIGNTY IMPERATIVE AT SWEET SPOT 

675 Metropolitan Parkway, Suite 6018, Atlanta, GA, 30310 

Adamsville Recreation Center 

 

 

BLACKAMOORES: AFRIKAN HEROES IN 

HISTORY AND IN HISTORICAL FICTION 

 3201 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., SW, Atlanta, GA, 30311 

 

British Author Onyeka will lecture on the presence, status and origins of 

Afrikans in 15th through 17th Century England (the Tudor Era: 1485-

1603). 

 

Author and Filmmaker Balogun Ojetade will lecture on the presence of - 

and importance of creating stories about - heroes of Afrikan descent in 

Science Fiction, Fantasy, Alternate History and Historical Fiction. 

 

Onyeka and Balogun will answer questions after their lectures and will 

be available to sign books. 

 

This is sure to be a great night of education and entertainment like 

you've never experienced before! 
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Sunday 15th February 

 

HISTORIC STRATEGIES FOR GLOBAL RESISTANCE 

SHOMREY HA' TORAH 

1386 Ralph David Abernathy, Atlanta, GA 

 

 

Tuesday 17th February  

 

BOOK SIGNING AT MUSEUM OF THE ALBEMARLE 

501 S. Water Street, Elizabeth City, NC  27909 

 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE UNIVERSITY  

Pharmacy Complex 102, 60, 1704 Weeksville Road, Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

 

Elizabeth City State is a historically black university in North Carolina, established in 1891 by Hugh 

Cale, an African-American representative in the N.C. General Assembly from Pasquotank County. 

Between 1999 and 2014, ECSU repeatedly earned national acclaim in U.S. News and World Report 

Magazine's ranking of best colleges in the south. 

 

Join Onyeka as he explores how the Tudor period affected the development of post-colonial America 

and also the lives of modern day African-Americans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Our events in North Carolina were cancelled due to extreme weather conditions) 
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